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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1 . (previously presented) A covering for an architectural opening comprising in 
combination: 

at least two ladders including vertically extending spaced elongated guide 
members and a plurality of rungs interconnecting the guide members at longitudinally 
spaced locations; 

a control system for manipulating the ladders; 

at least one substantially horizontally disposed tubular slat having 
continuous uninterrupted and imperforate top and bottom surfaces, said slat being 
supported on a rung of each of said ladders; 

a connector system for securing only one of said top and bottom surfaces 
to a rung on which the associated slat is supported without penetrating the slat and 
without affecting the tubular configuration of the slat 

2. (currently amended) The coveri n g of cla i m 1 wh e r e in said top and bottom 
surface of s a id -s lat a r e flat. A covering for an architectural opening comprising in 
combination: 

__ at least two ladders including vertically extending spaced elongated guide 
members and a plurality of rungs interconnecting the Quide members at longitudinally 
spaced locations: 

a control system for manipulating the ladders: 

at least one substantially horizontally disposed slat having continuous 
uninterrupted and imperforate flat top and bottom surfaces, said slat being supported on 
a rung of each of said ladders: 

a connector system for securing only one of said top and bottom surfaces 

to a rung on which the associated slat is supported without penetrating the slat and 
without affecting the configuration of the slat, 
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3. (original) The covering of claim 1 wherein said top and bottom surfaces of 
said slat are arcuate. 

4. (original) The covering of claim 3 wherein both of said top and bottom 
surfaces are convex. 

5. (currently amended) The- fi o v o r i ng of cla i m 3 wherein one of paid top and 
bottom c urf o cos is conv e x and thc - o the r i c concave. A covering for an architectural 
opening c omprising in combination: 

at least two ladders includ ing vertically extending spaced elongated g nM* 



members and a plurality of run gs i nterc o nn e cting the guide, members at longitudinally 
spaced locations; 

a control sy stem for manipulating the ladders: 

at least one substantially horizontally di sposed slat having continuous 

uninterrupted and imperforate top and hot t om surfaces, one of said too and bottom 
surfaces being convex and the other conrav e , said slat bein g supported on a rung ^ 
each of said ladders: 

— a connector system for securing only o n e of said ton and bottom surfaces 

to a rung on which the associated slat i s supported without penetrating the slat and 
without affe cting the configuration of the slat 

6. (original) The covering of claim 1 , 2, or 3 wherein said bottom surface of said 
slat is secured to the rung on which it is supported. 

7. (original) The covering of claim 1, 2, or 3 wherein said slat has longitudinal 
side edges. 

8. (original) The covering of claim 7 wherein said slat is secured to said rung at 
a location intermediate said longitudinal edges. 

9. (currently amended) ft© covor i ng of claim 1 whoroin oaid - o l atc ar o wood e n. 
A covering for an archit ectural opening comprising in combination: 
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- at least two ladders incl uding vertically extending spaced elongated guide 

members and a plurality of rungs i nterconnecting the guide members at longitudinally 
spaced locations: 

a co ntrol system for manipulating the ladders: 

at least one substantially horizontally disposed wooden slat having 

continuous uninterrupted and imp erforate ton and bottom surfaces, said slat being 
supported on a rung of each of said ladders: 

a connector system f or securing only one of said top and bottom surfaces 

to a rung on which the associated sl at is supported without penetrating the slat and 
without affecting the confiou ration of the slat. 

10. (original) The covering of claim 1 wherein said connector system is an 
adhesive. 

1 1 . (previously presented) The covering of claim 10 wherein said adhesive is in 
the form of a bead. 

12. (original) The covering of claim 10 wherein said adhesive is clear. 

1 3. (original) The covering of claim 1 0 wherein said adhesive and slat are 
colored to match each other. 

14. (original) The covering of claim 10 wherein said adhesive is a thermoset. 

15. (original) The covering of claim 10 wherein said adhesive is a hot melt. 

16- (original) The adhesive of claim 10 wherein the adhesive substantially 
encapsulates a portion of a rung. 

17. (currently amended) A eevef covering for an architectural opening 
comprising: 

a substantially horizontally-orientated head rail; 

a plurality of substantially horizontally disposed slats, each slat of the 
plurality of slats having (i) top and bottom surfaces, (ii) opposing front and rear 
longitudinal edges, and (iii) a slat thickness; and 
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at least two ladder members depending from the head rail, each ladder 
member of the two or more ladder members including (i) two horizontally-spaced 
vertically-extending elongated guide members and (ii) a plurality of cross rungs, each 
cross rung having ends interconnected with the two guide members and a cross rung 
length that is at least as long as the distance between the front and rear longitudinal 
edges of the plurality of slats plus the thickness of the slat, each cross rung being 
attached to an associated slat of the plurality of slats by an adhesive material at an 
attachment location, the attachment location being located in-between the front and rear 
longitudinal edges on one of the top and bottom surfaces of the associated slat. 

18. (previously presented) The covering of any one of claims 1-5 or 9-16 
wherein said at least one slat has longitudinally extending edges and said attachment 
location is equidistant from said longitudinally extending edges. 

19. (previously presented) The covering of claim 17 wherein said attachment 
location is equidistant from said longitudinal edges. 

20. (previously presented) The covering of any one of claims 1-5 or 9-16 
wherein there are two or more of said connector systems associated with said at least 
one slat. 

21 . (previously presented) The covering of claim 1 7 or 1 9 wherein there are two 
or more of said attachment locations associated with said at least one slat. 

22. (new) A covering for an architectural opening comprising in combination: 

at least two ladders including vertically extending spaced elongated guide 
members and a plurality of rungs interconnecting the guide members at longitudinally 
spaced locations; 

a control system for manipulating the ladders; 

at least one substantially horizontally disposed'slat having continuous 
uninterrupted and imperforate top and bottom surfaces, said slat being supported on a 
rung of each of said ladders; 

a connector system for securing only one of said top and bottom surfaces 
to a rung on which the associated slat is supported without penetrating the slat and 
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without affecting the configuration of the slat, said connector system comprising 
adhesive between an attachment location on a top or bottom surface of a slat and 
rung which supports the slat. 
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